
 

HARRIET TUBMAN’S “JOURNEY TO FREEDOM” SCULPTURE 

The Harriet Tubman Bicentennial Celebration (HTBC) will take place at different venues in 
Rochester, New York, from September 2 through October 31, 2022.  The Harriet Tubman 
“Journey to Freedom” traveling sculpture will be unveiled on September 2nd at 11:00 AM, 
during a kickoff program downtown at Washington Square Park, 10 St. Mary’s Place, 
Rochester, NY 14607 (located near GEVA Theater at South Clinton Avenue and Court Street). 

The Tubman Sculpture will remain on open display at this location throughout its two-
month stay in Rochester. All events and activities presented by HTBC in several other 
locations to honor Harriet Tubman during her visit are FREE  and open to the public.  

This Harriet Tubman “Journey to Freedom” sculpture by the Wesley Wofford Sculpture 
Studio is a remarkable work of art that features Harriet Tubman in mid stride, hustling towards 
freedom with a youngster in tow. It portrays the courage, physical determination, and 
contributions of Black women throughout history. 

The temporary installation of this inspiring statue of Tubman leading a child to freedom, 
pictured above, will provide an opportunity for Rochester and the surrounding communities to 
learn about the proud heritage of abolitionists and suffragists in Upstate New York, and 
celebrate Harriet Tubman’s life as a political activist, leader in the Underground Railroad, and 
as a Nurse, Scout and Spy for the Union Army during the Civil War. She also created a 
Nursing Home for freed slaves in Auburn, New York. 

Please visit the HBTC website: www.TubmanROC.com for more detailed information about 
Rochester and surrounding community events throughout Tubman’s stay.   

The Project Goal is to inspire diverse youth to restore, renew and reinvest in our history 
and to be advocates for racial equity. Youth who engage in the Arts and History Projects 
learn about the contributions of abolitionists and suffragists, as they explore Harriet Tubman’s 
collaborations with Rochester’s own community leaders such as Hester Jeffrey, Lucy Sprague, 
Susan B. Anthony and Frederick Douglass. 

    SAVE THESE DATES for the following kickoff events: 



UNVEILING CEREMONY 
Harriet Tubman “Journey to Freedom” Statue 

Friday, September 2, 2022, 11:00 AM 
WASHINGTON SQUARE PARK 

10 St Mary’s Place, Rochester, NY 14607 

Harriet Tubman’s “Journey to Freedom” sculpture is the first internationally recognized African 
American woman’s statue to be unveiled in Monroe County. It marks a turning point in the 
appreciation of art, culture, and African American contributions to the Rochester community, 
and also provides an emotional expression of the strength and resilience of African American 
women and their impact today. 

Washington Square Park, operated by the City of Rochester, is a favorite green space for 
lunchtime picnics, concerts and special events. This historic downtown hub dates back to 1817 
and was the sacred ancestral land and unceded traditional territory of the Onöndowa’ga 
(people of the Great Hill). Frederick Douglass made notable public addresses in this park, both 
in 1848 and 1852. This historic landmark is also home to a Civil War Memorial erected in 1892 
to honor veteran soldiers and sailors. At the top of the monument stands a statue of President 
Abraham Lincoln.  

OPENING CEREMONY 
Harriet Tubman “Journey to Freedom” Statue 

Sunday, September 4, 2022, 1:00 – 3:00 PM 
ROCHESTER MUSEUM & SCIENCE CENTER – EISENHART AUDITORIUM 

657 East Avenue, Rochester, NY 14607 
 

September 4th is a youth-led Harriet Tubman Bicentennial Celebration Opening Ceremony, 
located at the Rochester Museum & Science Center’s Eisenhart Auditorium. The celebration 
demonstrates the importance of continuing youth-directed, culturally specific and culturally 
responsive programming to address the effects of racism within the community and to promote 
solutions to the ongoing struggle for racial equity. 

“We encourage families, businesses, community organizations, schools and government 
offices to elevate the importance of this information to help bridge the gap in understanding the 
level and value of contributions by African American citizens to the growth and development of 
communities in our cities, towns, counties, states and nation,” said Jacqueline A. Sprague, the 
HTBC project director and strategic consultant.   

There are a total of 11 planned events listed on the website. You are invited to participate in 
these activities and be inspired by Harriet Tubman’s famous quote on slavery, freedom and 
God: “Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Always remember, you have within you the 
strength, the patience, and the passion to reach for the stars, to change the world.” 

HARRIET TUBMAN BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION (HTBC) COMMITTEE 
 

DR. SUSAN TAYLOR BROWN  



HTBC PROJECT SPONSOR 

JACQUELINE SPRAGUE COOPER 
HTBC PROJECT DIRECTOR AND STRATEGY CONSULTANT 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Hanif Abdul-Wahid, Sharon Hancock, Carla Stough-Huffman 

  

COMMUNITY PROGRAMMING CONSULTANTS 
Descendants of Harriet Tubman  •  David & Ruth Anderson  •  Dr. Walter Cooper  
Victoria Schmitt   •  The J.W. Thompson, Sprague and Howard Coles Families 

 

ORGANIZATIONAL PARTNERS 
Paul Speranza Foundation, Dr. Susan Taylor-Brown, Rochester Museum & Science 

Center (RMSC), National Susan B. Anthony Museum & House, Greater Rochester Black 
Agenda, Rochester Area Community Foundation, County of Monroe, City of Rochester, 

Rochester Institute of Technology, Landmark Society of Western New York, Visit 
Rochester Limitless, Action for a Better Community, Baden Street Settlement, 

Victoria Schmitt, Cornhill Navigation Sam Patch, Brockport Symphony Orchestra, 
Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra, Asha Willis, M.D., 50 West Main, Inc., and others. 

 
Once again, please visit the HBTC website: www.TubmanROC.com for more detailed 
information about Rochester and surrounding community events throughout Tubman’s stay.   

www.TubmanROC.com 
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Raised in Auburn during the 1930s, Stokes learned

about her tie to Tubman from family. Questions remained,

so she interviewed relatives, and others in Maryland, St.

Catherines in Ontario, Canada, and Ghana in West Africa.

The authors say the work offers the most complete portrait

of the Green Ross Tubman Stewart Gaskin Stokes lineage.

During the Civil War, the Union Army used her

knowledge of the plantation South and her nursing skills in

its cause. Tubman wandered behind enemy lines to find out

from slaves about Confederate troops and supplies. Many

historians cite her as the first African American woman to

serve in the military. Ironically, the government denied her

a military pension. That aside, at her death in 1913,

Tubman was buried with semi-military honors at Fort Hill

Cemetery in Auburn, New York.  Last year, 2021, the U.S.

Army Military Intelligence Corps Hall of Fame at Fort

Huachuca, Arizona, inducted her as a full member for her

extraordinary intelligence work during the war.  

Her most adventurous exploit was the Combahee

River Raid. In six hours, spurred on by a fiery speech

Tubman gave at the Tabernacle Baptist Church in Beaufort,

South Carolina, more than 150 ex-slaves joined Union Col.

James Montgomery’s Second Carolina volunteers to plun-

der eight rice plantations along the waterway. Carnegie

Mellon University associate history professor, Dr. Edda

Fields-Black, has discussed the impact of Tubman’s Civil

War espionage and the Union Army’s action in her upcom-

ing work titled, Combee: harriet Tubman, the Combahee

River Raid, and the Construction of Gullah Geechee

identity. That Raid liberated more than 750 people.

After the war, Tubman raised funds to aid freedmen.

She remained committed and supported efforts to win free-

dom and equality for all people. As part of that effort,

Tubman, like Douglass, joined Elizabeth Cady Stanton and

Susan B. Anthony in the struggle for Women’s Suffrage,

ironic because that right would not be secured for Black

citizens until the 1965 Voting Rights Act. White women

gained the right to electoral enfranchisement with passage

of the 19th Amendment to the U. S. Constitution on June 4,

1919. The states ratified it on Aug. 18, 1920. Blacks’ rights

to vote remain unsecured even today. 

During the post-war years, Tubman moved to Auburn,

New York to care for her aging parents. The home, bought

with a $1,200 loan from Lincoln’s Secretary of State and

U.S. Senator William Henry Seward (R-NY), and other

temporal matters took up much of her time. To earn money,

historians say, Tubman took in borders, made bricks, raised

and sold pigs, cream, butter, eggs, and vegetables, and

bartered with neighbors and Native American women for

household items. Even so, the former slave rescuer contin-

ued to fight for freedom, and was in the right place to con-

tinue a dedication to reform.  

Auburn, a small Central New York town, was among

many in the region that between 1820 and 1840 became

known as, the “Burned-Over District.” The area was a caul-

dron for social causes, that included abolition, women’s

suffrage, temperance, spiritualism and health care. The first

Women’s Rights Convention in Seneca Falls was less than 15

miles away.

For money, she was inspired by longtime friend, Sarah

Hopkins Bradford, to tell the story of her life. Bradford

THE HARRIET TUBMAN NATIONAL
 HISTORICAL PARK— As of January 
10, 2017, the Auburn, New York 
25-acre homestead of Harriet Tubman
that includes the Tubman Home for
the Aged established in 1896 near her
brick home residence, is now operated
as a partnership between the National
Park Service and the Harriet Tubman
Home, Inc. non-profit established by 
the African Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church. The site is charged with 
sharing her core values with visitors
through guided tours of the museum
and property.



worked as a Sunday School teacher at

Central Presbyterian Church, which broke

from the larger, anti-abolition Second

Presbyterian congregation in the city. She

gleaned threads of Tubman’s exploits

from various interviews, and knitted them

into, Scenes from the Life of harriet

Tubman. 

The 1869 book sustained the ex-

slave, as well as her marriage that year

to Charles Nelson Davis, an ex-slave

and Union veteran, more than twenty

years her junior. Unlike the “jump the

broom” 1844 marriage to freedman

John Tubman, the March 18, 1869 cer-

emony was conducted by the Rev. Dr.

Samuel Miles Hopkins in a traditional

ceremony at Central Presbyterian

Church. They adopted a daughter in

1874.  

Tubman continued to care for the

elderly, and maintained an involve-

ment in a range of reform efforts. A sec-

ond work, harriet Tubman, moses of

her People (1886), funded the 1896

establishment of the Harriet Tubman

Home for the Aged in Auburn on land

near her residence. Bradford’s brother,

the Rev. Dr. Samuel M. Hopkins, a

church history professor at the

Presbyterian Auburn Seminary, wrote the

preface. The book, re-issued over twenty

times, is still in print. 

Sarah Hopkins Bradford helped

America to see Harriet Tubman as an

American hero. Despite the statue erect-

ed at Columbus Street and Hancock in

South Boston, or the remembrance of her

rallying 1863 speech at Beaufort, South

Carolina’s Tabernacle Baptist Church, the

woman reformer remains largely unknown.

The 2022 centennial has          re-ignited

calls to celebrate and educate about her

legacy. According to Jones Galvin, her

niece and biographer, the    pillars of that

are family, fortitude and freedom.

Auburn and Cayuga County, New

York will be at the center in a broad

range of Tubman activity. A campaign

invites tourists to #BeLikeHarriet in

 visits to sites that include The Harriet

Tubman Home, Seward House Museum,

Fort Hill Cemetery, Westminster

Presbyterian Church, the Howland

Stone Store Museum, and the New York

State Equal Rights Heritage Center. The

New York State Equal Rights Heritage

Center and the City of Auburn's

Historic and Cultural Sites Commission

plan a local bicentennial celebration to

begin March 10 on Harriet Tubman’s

birthday and continue throughout

International Underground Railroad

Month in September. 

Rochester, New York also plans to

hold celebrations September-October

2022. Jacqueline Sprague, the Rochester

Harriet Tubman strategy consultant, said

the group plans to host an exhibit of the

9-foot, “Journey to Freedom” sculpture

at the city’s Washington Square Park,

following its display in Auburn, New

York in July-August. 

The image is crafted by North

Carolina sculptor Wesley Wofford.

According to impacto, the city’s Latin

newspaper, Philadelphia Mayor Jim

Kenney told listeners at the statue’s

temporary installation in January 2022,

that Tubman’s “incredible legacy, hero-

ism, resilience, hope, and activism is a

story that we all learn from….” He

went on to state that stories told

through public art are important for

“learning and reflecting” on our

 “mutual histories.”

From June 7 to Sept. 17, 2021,

“Journey to Freedom” was part of the

Harriet Tubman Museum opening in

Cape May, New Jersey. Historians

believe the abolitionist spent many

summers working in the city’s hotels to

fund her rescue trips. Since then, the

statue has been to Newburgh and

Peekskill, New York; Cambridge,

Maryland; Montgomery, Alabama; and
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ABOVE: Tubman statue by
Brian Hanlon in Auburn, NY.
BELOW: The “Swing Low”

sculpture of Harriet Tubman by
Allison Saar in Harlem.
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Halifax, North Carolina, among other places. In April, the

sculpture will travel to White Plains, New York. Ultimately,

it will be shown in Kingston, Auburn and Rochester, New

York.

Susan Taylor-Brown, originally from Auburn, saw a

picture of “Journey to Freedom” in 2020, fell in love with

it and knew it needed to visit Auburn, she explained. In

reaching out to contacts there, the decision was made to

bring the statue to Auburn for July-August 2022. Since the

statue was going to be so close to Rochester, Taylor-Brown

decided to reserve it for Rochester, confident that many in

the community would rally to  celebrate Harriet and other

abolitionists through educational, cultural and other events. 

The Rochester group is proceeding to rally volunteers to

design and raise funds for educational events that teach

about Tubman’s life and struggles, while 

promoting racial equity and  literacy. The

central focus is to engage diverse youth

through programming that will include

 guided tours of underground railroad sites,

re-enactments on canal escape routes, pro-

duction of artworks, and performances of

dance, plays and songs at park events and

other meeting places throughout Rochester

and Monroe County. Participants will then

design a celebratory closing ceremony to

send Harriet off to her next stop for the

“Journey to Freedom.”

Bob and Pat Kill in South Bend,

Indiana have started a similar but different

campaign. They are part of a group that

wants to buy and install a statue by Utah

sculptor Gary Lee Price in the city’s public

space. “The artistry is very impressive, 

and even more impressive is the story of

Harriet Tubman,” Bob Kill declared in a Feb. 20 article in

the city’s major paper, The Journal Gazette. Kill and his

wife showed the sculpture to Alfred Guillaume, a retired

Indiana University South Bend professor, and his wife,

Melanie Smith-Guillaume. Guillaume referred to the

Underground Railroad activities that occurred in their area

that were similar to those in Maryland with Tubman. He

said such resistance to the owners’ efforts to recapture run-

away slaves led to passage of the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act.

Organizers say the fundraising is about half complete.

They needed another $60,000 to succeed. Aaron Perri,

director of South Bend's Venues, Parks and Arts depart-

ment, said the Board of Park Commissioners is likely to

favor the idea to place such “public art” in the city. 

Near the border of New York City’s upper west side

and Harlem already sits a 13-foot tribute to Tubman as the

Underground Railroad conductor. The memorial, “Swing

Low,” sculpted by the painter, sculptor, and installation

artist Allison Saar, who said it depicts her bravest act—

going back South to help others to freedom. The image of

Tubman moves forward like a train with faces embroidered

on her skirt to represent the many people she saved. The

powerful symbol erected in 2017 sits on a triangle, at the

intersections of Frederick Douglass Blvd, St. Nicholas Ave,

and 122nd Street. Despite reported acts of vandalism, the

sculpture remains an important sight in a vibrant community

with numerous coffee shops and restaurants. 

Programs throughout the world that seek to promote

unity and educate about Tubman’s legacy of family, forti-

tude and freedom are too varied to capture. One thing is

that reflections on her life will highlight the current strug-

gles to reach equity in the United States. As more states

enact laws like Florida’s “Stop Woke Act” to limit discus-

sions about race in schools and ban racial sensitivity train-

ing in workplaces, it will become even more clear that

Africans are not truly free in America. What is most clear is

that after all the events set for 2022, it will be hard to look

at Johnathan Harris’ “Critical Race Theory” painting and

ask why “Aunt Jemima” stands in the foreground. ......

“Take My Hand” is a powerful image by artist
Michael Rosato, inviting the viewer to join Harriet
Tubman on her journey to freedom. The mural is on
the  Harriet Tubman Museum & Educational Center
in downtown Cambridge, Maryland. 




